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(57) Abstract 

The present invention pertains to a surgical drape (10) for use during a medical procedure on a shoulder of a patient when the patient 
is in the so-called "beach chair" or Fowlers position. The surgical drape (10) is a one-piece design and has a base panel (12) denning a 
fenestration (14) which is sealable around the patient's shoulder. Opposing right and left panels (16, 18) extend from the base panel (12) 
away from the fenestration (14), and a slit (20) extends from a peripheral edge of the drape to the fenestration between the right and left 
panels. Right and left flaps extend from the right and left panels, overlap each other, and cover the slit. A fluid control pouch surrounds at 
least part of the fenestration. The surgical drape can be used on either the right or left shoulder of the patient and covers the entire patient. 
The present invention also pertains to a method of draping a patient with the surgical drape. 



FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 
Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


Albania 


ES 


Spain 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


Armenia 


FI 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


Slovakia 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


Senegal 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


SZ 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


Chad 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan 


BF 


Burkina Faso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


Ukraine 


BR 


Brazil 


IL 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UG 


Uganda 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


United States of America 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


uz 


Uzbekistan 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


Viet Nam 


CG 


Congo 


KE 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 


Norway 


ZW 


Zimbabwe 


CI 


C6te d'lvoire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


PT 


Portugal 






cu 


Cuba 


KZ 


Kazakstan 


RO 


Romania 






cz 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


RU 


Russian Federation 






DE 


Germany 


LI 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 






DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SE 


Sweden 






EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







WO 98/41162 



PCT/US98/05328 



-1- 



SPECIFIC ATION 

TITLE: 

"SURGICAL SHOULDER DRAPE" 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

5 The present invention generally relates to surgical drapes, and more 

particularly to surgical drapes used for shoulder surgery when the patient is in the 
beach chair position. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Surgical drapes are commonly used in the medical industry during 
10 surgical procedures. Surgical drapes serve many purposes including isolating the 
surgical area, protecting the patient and protecting the sterile field. Surgical 
drapes used in the medical industry are constantly undergoing redevelopment. 
One reason for redevelopment of surgical drapes is that surgical procedures 
change; although, there are many reasons for improving surgical drapes. 
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One change in surgical procedures has occurred in the procedure for 
performing shoulder surgery. In the past, shoulder surgery was typically 
performed with the patient in the so called "lateral position." In the lateral 
position the patient is positioned lying down laterally on the surgical table. A 
5 new patient position for shoulder surgery has been developed. The new position 
is the so called "beach chair" or Fowlers position. In the beach chair position the 
patient is seated upright and somewhat reclined, which results in a position 
similar to a position of a person sitting in a beach chair. 

A two-piece lateral surgical drape has been used during shoulder surgery 

1 0 when the patient is in the lateral position. An example of the two-piece lateral 
drape is shown in Figure 1. The patient lying laterally on the surgical table is 
draped for surgery with the two-piece drape by separately placing one section and 
then the other section on the patient. Each section has a cut-out for placing the 
drape around the shoulder. Prior to the present invention, however, there has not 

1 5 been a drape designed for medical procedures when the patient is in the beach 
chair position for a shoulder procedure. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTTON 

The present invention provides a unique drape for use with medical 
procedures, particularly a surgical drape for use during shoulder surgery when the 
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patient is in the beach chair position. The surgical drape can be used on a patient 
in the beach chair position for orthopedic surgery, for example. The surgical 
drape is a one-piece design which covers the entire patient and is universal in that 
it can be used for surgery on either the left or right shoulder. 
5 The surgical drape effectively provides proper draping of the patient 

when the patient is in the beach chair position by covering the entire patient, 
isolating the surgical area and draping the sterile field. The surgical drape has 
been found to exhibit improved fluid control properties because of its unique 
design. Also, the surgical drape protects the patient from contact with surgical 

1 0 fluids, in part, by its one-piece design. 

The surgical drape has a base panel defining a fenestration and is flexible 
such that the fenestration can be sealed to the patient and expose any desired area 
of the shoulder for surgery. Opposing right and left panels extend from the base 
panel away from the fenestration and a slit extends from a peripheral edge of the 

15 drape to the fenestration between the right and left panels. The slit provides 
access to the fenestration. Right and left flaps extend from the right and left 
panels, respectively, in an overlapping relationship. The right and left flaps also 
cover the slit. A fluid control pouch is attached to the base panel and surrounds at 
least part of the fenestration. The surgical drape may include various areas which 

20 have an adhesive, such as adhesive tape, for attaching the areas to desired 
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locations on the drape. 

The present invention also pertains to a unique method of draping a 
patient in the beach chair position. The method of draping a patient includes 
unfolding the drape from a folded, compact envelope. The envelope is positioned 
5 under the axilla (arm pit) and against the patient. The fenestration is sealed to the 
patient around the shoulder surgical site by adhesive tape. The surgical drape is 
unfolded both below and above the axilla into elongated folded sections on the 
right and left side of the axilla. The elongated right and left sides are unfolded to 
cover the entire patient from head to feet. A top section of the surgical drape 

1 0 above the shoulder can be attached to upstanding poles to create an anesthesia 

shield. The right and left flaps are positioned around the upper part of the patient 
as desired to completely cover the patient. The fluid control pouch is shaped by 
adjusting the position of a drawstring until the desired position of the pouch is 
achieved. A suitable drawstring useable with the surgical drape is disclosed in 

1 5 U.S. Patent No. 5,002,069. The patient which is in the beach chair position is 

now fully draped with the unique surgical drape for the medical procedure on the 
shoulder. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 is a plan view of the existing two-piece drape used for shoulder 
surgery when the patient is in the lateral position. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of a drape of the present invention. 
5 Figure 3 is a layout of the material used to make a right panel of the 

drape shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the right panel of the drape shown in Figure 2. 
Figure 5 is a plan view of a fluid control pouch of the drape shown in 

Figure 2. 

10 Figure 6 is a plan view of a film panel for use with the surgical drape of 

Figure 2. 

Figure 7 is a plan view of a reinforcement panel for use with the surgical 
drape of Figure 2. 

Figure 8 is a plan view of the surgical drape of Figure 2 folded into an 
1 5 envelope with a patient side showing. 

Figure 9 is a plan view of the envelope of Figure 8 showing a medical 
procedure side of the envelope. 

Figure 10 is a plan view of the surgical drape of Figure 8 partially 
unfolded. 

20 Figure 1 1 is a plan view of the surgical drape of Figure 10 unfolded 
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i 

further. 

Figure 12 is a plan view of the surgical drape of Figure 1 1 further 
unfolded. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

5 Although the present invention can be made in many different forms, the 

preferred embodiments are described in this disclosure and shown in the attached 
drawings. This disclosure exemplifies the principles of the present invention and 
does not limit the broad aspects of the invention only to the illustrated 
embodiments. 

10 A surgical drape 10 made in accordance with the principles of the present 

invention is shown in Figure 2. The surgical drape 10 has a base panel 12 
defining a fenestration 14. The surgical drape 10 is flexible such that the 
fenestration 14 can be sealed to the patient and expose any desired area of the 
shoulder for surgery. Opposing right and left panels 16, 18 extend from the base 

15 panel away from the fenestration 14. A slit 20 extends from a peripheral edge 22 
of the drape 10 to the fenestration 14. The slit 20 provides access to the 
fenestration 14. A right flap 24 extends from the right panel 16 toward the left 
panel 18 and a left flap 26 extends from the left panel 18 towards the right panel 
16. The right and left flaps 24, 26 are shown folded back upon themselves in 
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Figure 2. A fluid control pouch 28 is attached to the base panel 12 and surrounds ' 
at least part of the fenestration 14. 

The base panel 12 shown in Figure 2 has a generally rectangular shape in 
which the fenestration 14 is positioned generally at a mid-area of the base panel 
5 12. The slit 20 extends from an elongated section of the peripheral edge 22 of the 
rectangularly shaped base panel 12 to the fenestration 14. 

The surgical drape 1 0 may include various areas which have an adhesive 
for attaching the areas to a desired location. For example, adhesive tape 30 may 
be provided at corners of the right and left flaps 24, 26. The adhesive tape 30 has 

10 a cover or liner that is removed to expose the adhesive and the flap can then be 
adhered to another part of the surgical drape 10, the patient or any other desired 
location. Preferably, adhesive tape is also placed around the fenestration so the 
surgical drape 10 can be sealed to the patient around the surgical site when the 
patient's shoulder extends through the fenestration 14, Adhesive tape or other 

15 appropriate adhesive can be applied to any other areas on the surgical drape 10 
where it is desired. 

The base panel 12, the right and left panels 16, 18 and the right and left 
flaps 24, 26 are all constructed from a material suitable for use with surgical 
drapes. These components of the surgical drape 10 are preferably made from the 

20 same type of material, for example, any suitable non-woven material. One 
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material useable with the surgical drape 10 is an Optima® material which is 
marketed by DuPont. Materials suitable for use with the surgical drape preferably 
are strong, breathable, drapeable, fluid resistant and low lint. 

The right panel 16 is shown in Figure 2 as a being made from a separate 
5 piece of material than the base panel 12. The right panel 16 extends from the base 
panel 12 by being secured to the base panel 12 along an edge 32. The base panel 
12 and right panel 16 can be secured together by glue and preferably the glued 
edge 32 is sealed such that fluid does not leak through between the base panel 12 
and the right panel 16. The right panel 16 is secured to the base panel 12 only 

10 along a portion of the edge 32, particularly, from a right outside edge 22a of the 

surgical drape 10 to the slit 20. The remaining portion of the right panel 16 which 
is not secured to the base panel 12 forms the right flap 24. The right panel 16 
having the right flap 24 can also be referred to as a right flap panel. The right 
panel 16 and the base panel 12 can be secured together by any other method 

1 5 which produces an acceptable connection for surgical drapes. The right panel 1 6 
may alternatively be formed from the same piece of material which forms the base 
panel 12. In such a construction, attaching the two panels together would not be 
necessary. The left panel 1 8 is similar to the right panel 16 and is a mirror image 
of the right panel 16. Accordingly, the left panel 18 extends from the base panel 

20 12 on an opposed side of the base panel 12 from the right panel 16. 
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The slit 20 defines a centerline through the surgical drape 10 dividing the* 
drape into right and left symmetrical halves which are mirror images of each 
other. The surgical drape 10 can be used on either the right or left shoulder of the 
patient because the right and left haves are mirror images. In this manner, the 
5 surgical drape 1 0 is universal for beach chair shoulder surgery in that it can be 

used for either the left or right shoulder without modifying the drape. However, it 
is contemplated that the inventive surgical drape could be made with right and left 
halves that are not exact mirror images and still be universally useable on the left 
and right shoulders. For example, preferably, both the right and left panels 16, 18 
10 have a flap (shown in Figure 2 as the right and left flaps 24, 26). However, only 
one of the right or left panels 16, 18 may include a flap which overlaps and closes 
the slit 20. 

The size of the surgical drape 10 is predetermined such that the surgical 
drape 10 fully covers the patient when in use. The surgical drape 10 fully covers 

15 the patient regardless of whether the surgical drape 10 is applied to the right or 
left shoulder. The size of the surgical drape 10 is selected such that a portion of 
the drape above the surgical site can be used as an anesthesia shield by clipping 
the drape to poles. Another portion of the surgical drape 10 below the surgical 
site is sufficiently long to drape the sterile field when the patient is in the beach 

20 chair position. In other words, the surgical drape 10 extends sufficiently close to 
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the floor in the operating room even though the patient is positioned relatively 
high due to the beach chair position. 

The right panel 16 is shown in greater detail in Figures 3 and 4. Figure 3 
shows a layout of the material 34 used to make the right panel 16. The layout of 
material 34 is generally rectangular in shape and includes a cut-out 36. The cut- 
out 36 is preferably V-shaped and has two edges 36a, 36b which converge at a 
point. Referring to Figure 4, the layout of material 34 is folded back upon itself to 
align the edges 36a, 36b of the V-shaped cut-out 36 and the edges 36a, 36b are 
secured together, for example by glue. The right panel 16 thus has a connection 
portion 38 and an adjustment portion 40 extending from the connection portion 
38. The connection portion 38 is secured to the base panel 12 along the edge 32 
from an edge 42 to the secured together cut-out edges 36a, 36b. The adjustment 
portion 40 is not secured to the base panel 12. The adjustment portion 40 extends 
at an angle from the connection portion 38 because of the cut-out 36. The angled 
adjustment portion 40 provides the surgical drape 10 with flexibility when 
draping a patient to adjust the location of the drape, particularly the flap, as 
desired relative to the surgical field. The flexible adjustment of the adjustment 
portion 40 provides for a better custom fit of the surgical drape 10 on the patient 
in the beach chair position. The left panel 18 is similarly constructed as the right 
panel 16. 
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Referring to Figure 2, the right flap 24 can be unfolded toward the left 
panel 1 8 such that the right flap 24 overlaps the left panel 1 8 and the slit 20. 
Likewise, the left flap 26 can be unfolded toward the right flap 24 such that the 
left flap 26 overlaps the right panel 16 and the slit 20. When a patient is draped 
5 for a shoulder medical procedure, the surgical drape 10 is placed on the patient by 
using the access slit 20 to pass the drape by either the right or left shoulder until 
the shoulder reaches the fenestration 14. The right and left flaps 24, 26 are 
unfolded to overlap portions of the surgical drape 10 and to cover the slit 20. In 
this manner, the shoulder of a patient can be isolated for a medical procedure. 

10 The draping procedure is more fully described below. 

The fluid control pouch 28 which is secured to the base panel 12 is 
shown in Figure 5. The pouch 28 is a known pouch, but has not previously been 
used on a surgical drape for shoulder medical procedures when the patient is in 
the beach chair position. The pouch 28 is generally U-shaped and surrounds a 

15 substantial portion of the fenestration. The pouch 28 can be sealed to the base 

panel 12 by any acceptable method for making surgical drapes, such as by double 
faced tape. The pouch 28 includes two drainage ports 44 which are closed prior to 
use. The drainage ports 28 are opened to define fluid flow paths from inside the 
pouch to outside the pouch and drain surgical fluids collected in the pouch during 

20 the medical procedure. The drainage ports 28 are beveled to reduce or prevent 
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clogging by surgical debris. A drawstring 46 is provided at a pouch edge 48 
which is spaced away from the base panel 12. The drawstring 46 is formed from 
a malleable and form retentive material such that the pouch can be held up and out 
and shaped as needed to enhance fluid collection. 
5 The surgical drape 10 may also include a film panel 50 and a 

reinforcement panel 52 shown in Figures 6 and 7. The film panel 50 has an 
opening 54 which corresponds to the fenestration 14 and preferably has a smaller 
size than the fenestration 14. The film panel is sealingly secured, e.g. laminated, 
to the base panel 12 around the fenestration 14 with the opening 54 aligned with 

10 the fenestration 14. The film panel 50 provides increased strength in the 

fenestration area which may be needed during surgery and for securing the pouch 
28 to the base panel 12. The film panel 50 can be a polyethylene film, for 
example. The smaller size of the opening 54 in the film panel 50 results in a 
portion of the film panel 50 being exposed in the fenestration 14 as can been seen 

15 in Figure 2. The exposed portion of the film panel 50 provides a surface which 
can be effectively sealed to the patient to prevent fluids from leaking past the 
surgical site. Double sided adhesive tape can be applied to the exposed area of the 
film panel to sealingly secure the surgical drape 10 to the patient. 

Referring to Figure 7, the reinforcement panel 52 has an opening 56 

20 which corresponds to the fenestration 14 and is approximately the same size as the 
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fenestration 14. The reinforcement panel 52 is sealingly secured, e.g. laminated, 
to the base panel 12 over the film panel 50 and around the fenestration 14 with the 
opening 56 aligned with the fenestration 14. The reinforcement panel 52 is made 
from the same material as the base panel 12 and also provides increased strength 
5 in the fenestration area. The reinforcement panel 52 and the film panel 50 assist 
in directing surgical fluids to the pouch 28 in the high fluid contact area of the 
fenestration 14. The pouch 28 is attached to the base panel 12 between the film 
panel 50 and the reinforcement panel 52. 

Application of the surgical drape 10 to a patient will now be described 

1 0 when the patient is in the beach chair position. Referring to Figures 8 and 9, the * 
surgical drape 10 is in a folded, compact envelope 58 form with a patient side 60 
and a procedure side 62 having the fenestration 14 and the slit 20 exposed. The 
surgical drape 1 0 may have labels placed at various locations on the drape which 
provide certain instructions. For example, the patient side 60 of the envelope 58 

1 5 may have a label which states "PLACE UNDER AXILLA" as an instruction to 
place the patient side 60 against the patient and under the axilla (arm pit). 
Various arrows with labels "FOLD" may be included to provide instructions on 
unfolding the surgical drape 10 to drape a patient. 

All adhesive liners 64 covering the adhesive tape around the fenestration 

20 14 are removed to expose the fenestration tape. The envelope 58 is positioned 
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under the axilla with the patient side 60 against the patient. The fenestration 14, - 
particularly the adhesive tape on the film panel 50, is adhered to the patient 
around the shoulder surgical site to create a seal around the shoulder. 

Referring to Figure 10, the portion of the folded surgical drape 10 below 
5 the axilla is a folded base panel 66. The folded base panel 66 is unfolded 
downward and allowed to fall towards the floor. This folded portion of the 
surgical drape 10 is the base panel 12. A folded right panel 68 and a folded left 
panel 70 are unfolded upwards past the patient's head without crossing the folded 
panels 68, 70. The folded right and left panels 68, 70 are the right and left panels 

10 16, 18, respectively. 

The folded right and left panels 68, 70 are unfolded into elongated, 
folded right and left sides 72, 74 as shown in Figure 11. The folded right side 72 
includes a right side 12a of the base panel 12, the right panel 16 and the right flap 
24. Similarly, the folded left side 74 includes a left side 12b of the base panel 12, 

1 5 the left panel 1 8 and the left flap 26. A fenestration shield 76 may be included to 
protect the fenestration during shipping and handling and is removed during 
draping of the patient. The fenestration shield can be made from tissue paper. 

The folded right and left sides 12a, 12b of the base panel 12 are unfolded 
to cover the entire area of the patient below the shoulder. Figure 12 shows the left 

20 side of the drape 1 0 being unfolded, while the right side is similarly unfolded. 
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The right and left panels 16, 1 8 are unfolded to cover the area of the patient above * 
the shoulder. A top section of the surgical drape 10 above the shoulder can be 
attached to upstanding poles to create an anesthesia shield. This top section can 
include the right and left panels 16, 18. The right and left flaps 24, 26 are 
5 unfolded and draped around the patient, particularly the patient's head, as desired. 
The right and left flaps 24, 26 extend from the right and left panels 16, 1 8 at 
angles which permits easy adjusting and positioning of the flaps. The right and 
left flaps 24, 26 can be adhered to the drape by removing liners covering adhesive 
tape on the flaps. 

10 The fluid control pouch 28 is shaped by adjusting the position of the 

drawstring 46 until the desired position of the pouch 28 is achieved. The patient 
which is in the beach chair position is now fully draped for the medical procedure 
on the shoulder. The above procedure for draping the patient is the same whether 
the patient is being draped for a medical procedure on the right or left shoulder. 

15 Also, additional drapes are not necessary because of the design of the drape for 
the beach chair position. However, additional drapes, such as a standard U- 
shaped drape, can be used in conjunction with the present invention. 

While the preferred embodiments have been illustrated and described, 
numerous changes and modifications can be made without significantly departing 

20 from the spirit and scope of this invention. Therefore, the inventors intend that 
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such changes and modifications are covered by the appended claims. 
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WE CLAIM AS OUR INVENTION: 

1 . A surgical drape comprising: 
a base panel defining a fenestration; 

a pouch attached to the base panel and surrounding at least part of the 
5 fenestration; 

a first panel extending from the base panel in a first direction away from 
the fenestration; 

a second panel extending from the base panel away from the fenestration 
in the first direction, the first and second panels being positioned opposed to each 
10 other, and forming an access extending from an edge of the surgical drape to the 
fenestration and between the first and second panels; and 

a flap panel extending from one of the first and second panels toward the 
other of the first and second panels and overlapping the access to the fenestration. 

2. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the flap panel is a first 
15 flap panel extending from the first panel toward the second panel and overlapping 

the access to the fenestration, and the surgical drape further comprising a second 
flap panel extending from the second panel toward the first panel and overlapping 
the access to the fenestration. 

3. The surgical drape of claim 2 wherein the first and second 
20 flap panels have an adhesive area capable of securing the first and second flap 
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panels to separate locations on the surgical drape. 

4. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the flap panel has an 

adhesive area capable of securing the flap panel to a desired location on the 
surgical drape. 

5 5. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the fenestration is 

positioned in generally a mid-area of the surgical drape. 

6. The surgical drape of claim 5 wherein the surgical drape has 
a generally rectangular shape. 

7. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the access to the 

1 0 fenestration extends from an elongated peripheral edge of the surgical drape to the 
fenestration. 

8. The surgical drape of claim 1 further comprising an adhesive 
area surrounding the fenestration and capable of sealing the surgical drape to a 
patient around a surgical site. 

1 5 9. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the first panel is 

constructed from a separate piece of material from the base panel and is sealingly 
secured to the base panel such that the first panel extends from the base panel. 

1 0. The surgical drape of claim 9 wherein the second panel is 

constructed from another separate piece of material and is sealingly secured to the 

20 base panel such that the second panel extends from the base panel. 
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1 1 . The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the flap panel has a 
connection portion extending from the one of the first and second panels and an 
adjustment portion extending at an angle from the connection portion. 

12. The surgical drape of claim 1 1 wherein the adjustment 

5 portion is formed by a notch defined in the flap panel, wherein the notch has two 
notch edges which are secured together. 

13. The surgical drape of claim 12 wherein the notch is V- 

shaped. 

14. The surgical drape of claim 2 further comprising first and 
10 second connection portions respectively extending from the first and second flap 

panels, and first and second adjustment portions respectively extending at angles 
from said first and second connection portions. 

15. The surgical drape of claim 14 wherein each of the 
adjustment portions is formed by a notch defined in the respective first and second 

15 flap panel, wherein the notch has two notch edges which are secured together. 

16. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the surgical drape is 
symmetrical about a centerline defined by the access to the fenestration. 

17. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the surgical drape is 
adapted to be placed around either one of a patient's right or left shoulders when 

20 the patient is in the beach chair position for shoulder surgery. 
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1 8. The surgical drape of claim 1 further comprising: 

a film panel laminated to the base panel and defining a film panel 
opening aligned with the fenestration; and 

a reinforcement panel laminated to the base panel and defining a 
5 reinforcement opening aligned with the fenestration, wherein the film panel and 
the reinforcement panel surround the fenestration. 

19. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the pouch is generally 
U-shaped and surrounds a substantial portion of the fenestration. 

20. The surgical drape of claim 1 9 wherein the pouch has at least 
10 one drainage port which defines a fluid flow path from inside the pouch to outside 

the pouch. 

2 1 . The surgical drape of claim 1 9 wherein the pouch has a 
drawstring at a pouch edge which is spaced away from the base panel, the 
drawstring being formed from a malleable and form retentive material. 

15 22. The surgical drape of claim 1 wherein the surgical drape is 

constructed from a breathable and fluid resistant material. 

23. A drape for use during a shoulder medical procedure when a 

patient is in the beach chair position, the drape comprising: 

a panel having a peripheral edge and defining a fenestration in generally 
20 a center area of the panel; 
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a fluid control pouch attached to the panel and surrounding at least part 
of the fenestration; 

a slit in the panel extending from the peripheral edge to the fenestration; 

and 

5 a flap extending from one portion of the panel and overlapping another 

portion of the panel wherein the flap covers the slit. 

24. The drape of claim 23 wherein the flap is a first flap 
extending from a first portion of the panel and overlapping a second portion of the 
panel, wherein the drape further comprises a second flap extending from the 

10 second portion of the panel and overlapping the first portion of the panel and 
covering the slit. 

25. The drape of claim 23 wherein the drape is adapted to be 
placed around either one of a patient's right or left shoulders when the patient is in 
the beach chair position for the shoulder medical procedure. 

15 26. A method of draping a patient for a shoulder medical 

procedure when the patient is in the beach chair position with a drape which has 
been folded comprising the steps of: 

placing the folded drape under the axilla of a patient; 
placing a patient side of the folded drape against the patient; 
20 * securing a fenestration of the drape around a shoulder of the patient; 
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unfolding a portion of the folded drape below the axilla downward into a 
lower folded section; 

unfolding a portion of the folded drape above the axilla upward into an 
upper folded section; 

5 unfolding the lower folded section into an unfolded lower section and 

covering a lower area of the patient with the unfolded lower section; and 

unfolding the upper folded section into an unfolded upper section and 
covering an upper area of the patient with the unfolded upper section. 

27. The method of claim 26 further comprising the steps of: 

1 0 unfolding the portion of the folded drape above the axilla into an upper 

right folded section and an upper left folded section; 

unfolding the upper right folded section to the right to cover the upper 
area of the patient; and 

unfolding the upper left folded section to the left to cover the upper area 
15 of the patient 

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising the steps of; 
unfolding right and left flaps connected to respective upper right and left 

panels of the drape; and 

securing the unfolded right and left flaps to the drape. 
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